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WILD FLOWERS OF MISSISSIPPI
By

Ferris S. Batson and George

W. Johnston

Relatively few people appreciate the wealth of wild flowers
found in Mississippi. The variation in soils, climate, and environment provides suitable conditions for growth and development of a
great variety of plants. Since there is such an abundance of native materials well adapted to conditions in the State, a greater
quantity of the more attractive wild flowers should be used in the
home landscape. The value of native plants is often overlooked
since poorly shaped, sparse-blooming plants usually result from
growth in the woods in crowded places or poor soil. Cinderellas
of the woods often change into princesses when brought into cultivation.

This bulletin has been prepared to help nature lovers and gardeners identify wild flowers of the State and to encourage their use
in landscape plantings.
Although this publication lists relatively
few of the native herbaceous plants, many of the species that are

more desirable

for cultivation

have been described.

TRANSPLANTING
In transplanting from the woods, observation should be made
as to the kind of soil in which each plant is growing, and the soil
conditions should be duplicated whenever possible in setting plants
in the landscape. Observe the fertility, type, and moisture content of
soil.
Also notice whether plants grow in sun, shade, or both sunny
and shady situations. Success or failure in growing many wild flowers depends on whether or not the gardener follows this practice. The
fact that many plants grow in a wide range of conditions should not

be overlooked.

Bulbous plants are generally transplanted more successfully
after the blooming season when the foliage begins to turn yellow.
Plants that have fibrous roots that grow near the surface are genThose that have sparsely
erally easy to transplant at any time.
branched roots growing deep into the soil are more difficult to
transplant, and preferably plants having this kind of root system
should be moved during fall or winter. Plants are often difficult
to locate when not in bloom; however, these may be found if well
marked with stakes or tags during the blooming season. If plants are

moved during

the blooming season it is usually desirable to cut off
the tops a few inches above the surface of the ground so that the reduced root system can supply the remaining leaves with water.
Leave as much soil as possible around the roots when transplanting
during the growing season.

STARTING FROM SEEDS
In

from

many

seeds.

cases

it is

easier to establish plantings of wild flowers

Seeds should be collected from plants

when mature

MISSISSIPPI
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and dry, just before the reproductive structure containing the seeds
opens releasing them. The chief difficulty in collecting seeds
being able to find them at the right stage for gathering.

is

in

When

collected and cleaned, place the dry seeds in envelopes,
and label. Envelopes should then be placed in a glass jar
which is free of moisture, and the jar kept closed. Keep in a cool
seal,

place until time to plant.

Seeds may be sown directly in the wild garden or cultivated
garden. The soil where seeds are to be sown should be dug up,
pulverized so as to be free of clods and the surface smoothed. Sow
seeds on the surface and press gently into the soil with the shoe or
a board. Fine seeds do not need covering. Larger seeds may be
covered slightly (not more than 1/16 inch) with sifted sandy loam.
September and October is the best time to sow seeds of most wild
flowers.

Higher percentages of seed germination may be had by starting
seed in a seed flat as in handling many cultivated flower and vegetable seeds.

CONSERVATION
Promiscuous removal of native plants from the woods should
not be tolerated. Plants should never be removed when located
near a highway or farmstead. Respect the rights of others by always asking permission of the owner before collecting flowers or
plants on areas not frequented.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTIONS AND PLANT NAMES
Botanical descriptions of plants have been written in non-technical language so that high school students and amateurs can readily
understand them. As far as possible only the conspicuous parts of
the flowers, chiefly the petals and sepals, have been used in the descriptions of the flowers. The botanical descriptions have been simplified from the following publications:

"Cyclopedia of Horticulture", by L. H. Bailey; "Illustrated
Flora of Northern United States and Canada", by N. L. Britton and
A. Brown; "Manual of Weeds", by Ada Georgia; "Manual of Botany", by Asa Gray; and "Manual of Southeastern Flora", by J. K.
Small.

"Standardized Plant Names", second edition, has been followed
in

naming

plants.

Synonyms

of

common names

are

shown

in

bold face.

EXPLANATION OF THE IDENTIFICATION KEY
Only those plants described in this bulletin can be identified by
the following key. In order that identifications can be made without detailed study, only readily observed characters of flowers,
stems, and leaves are used. As far as possible, technical terms have
either been omitted entirely or replaced by terms familiar to ev-

Figure

1

— Leaf

Characters

6
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Pisk or tubular floujers

Figure

2

— Flower

Types

Before attempting to use the key, one should carefully
observe the drawings of leaf and flower types on pages 5 and 6.

eryone.

The key is based on a system of alternatives; i. e. for every set
of positive descriptive characters there is an alternate set of negaThus the plant in questive characters having the same number.
tion must fit into one of two classes.
This system can best be illustrated by carrying a plant through the key. Suppose one is identifying the Birdsfoot Violet. Since it has a flower, it cannot be a
fern; thus it belongs in Division II.
The flowers are not in composite
heads; therefore, one looks for the alternative which is the second
1.
The plants do not grow in water, therefore, it falls under the
second 10. The flowers are not surrounded by a hooded tube;
therefore, it falls under the second 12. The flowers are not divided
into 3 or 6 parts; therefore, it falls under the second 13.
The leaves
are all from the base of the flower stalk; therefore, it falls under the
first 27.
The leaves are not hollow, trumpet-shaped, hooded; therefore,

it

falls

under the second
,

Then, by referring to the page
and photograph of Birdsfoot Violet

28.

indicated, a complete description
will be found.

WILD FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI
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IDENTIFICATION KEY
DIVISION
1.

I.

FERNS

Leaves generally in threes from the summit of an erect
Bracken Fern

stalk
1.

Leaves not in threes from the summit of an erect stalk
2.

Leaf stem (rachis) winged, plants smooth

Netvein Chainfern
2.

Leaf stem not winged, plants covered with rusty wool

Cinnamon Fern

DIVISION
1.

II.

FLOWERING PLANTS

Flowers many, small, in a composite head surrounded by leaf-like
bracts (head appearing as a single flower as in asters, daisies, etc.)
2.

Small flowers

all alike (tubular),

rose-purple

Spike Gayfeather
2.

Small flowers not
3.

Flower heads
4.

all alike

solitary

(rays surrounding disk)

on end of main stem and branches

Leaves opposite (rays yellow, disk brown)
Bigflower Coreopsis

4.

Leaves alternate
5.

5.

3.

Lower leaves in mat around base of stem (rays
Oxeyedaisy
white, disk yellow)
Lower

leaves not in

stem

Disk cone-shaped, rays entire, drooping,
Purple Echinacea
purple

6.

Disk not cone-shaped, rays five parted,
purplish-blue

Heads
8.

of

6.

Flower heads not
7.

mat around base

solitary (few to

Stokesia

many)

in dense clusters

Leaves finely divided, strong-scented.

Common Yarrow
8.

7.

Leaves not finely divided or strong-scented
New England Aster

Heads not
9.

Rays bright-orange, disk brownish-purple, cone
shaped

9.

in dense clusters

Rays

Blackeyedsusan

violet or white, disk yellow, not cone-

shaped

Savoryleaf Aster

MISSISSIPPI
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Flowers not in composite heads surrounded by bracts

10.

Plants usually growing in water
11.

Leaves long, sword-shaped; flowers in long, brown

Common

spike
11.

Cattail

Leaves broad, petioled; flowers in yellow, tapering
Goldenclub

spike
10.

Plants not usually growing in water (sometimes in wet
areas)

12.

12.

Flowers on stalk surrounded by

leaf-like,

tube

Indian Jack-in-the-pulpit

hooded

Flowers not surrounded by hooded tube

13.

Flowers divided into
or petals and sepals)

14.

Leaves

3 or 6 parts (petals

from base

all

of

stem or flower stalk

Flowers solitary

15.

15.

Atamascolily

Flowers not solitary (few

16.

Flowers with an

to

many)
crown

erect, six-angled

Key Hymenocallis
16.

Flowers without a crown

17.

Flowers in clusters on end of stem
Flowers blue with yellow eye

18.

Common

Blue-eyedgrass

18.

Flowers greenish-white or yellowish white
Yellow Falsegarlic

18.

Flowers pink with dark midvein

Canada Garlic
17.

14.

Flowers not in clusters on end of stem

19.

Flowers small with six equal segments
Atlantic Camas
(sepals and petals)

19.

Flowers large with

unequal segments
Blueflag Iris

20.

Flowers blue

20.

Flowers copper-colored

Leaves not

21.

six

all

from base

of

Copper

Iris

stem

Leaves alternate

22.

Flowers inconspicuous (nodding, greenish, sixSmall Solomonseal
lobed tubes)

22.

Flowers conspicuous

23.

Flowers divided into six showy parts

FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI
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24.

Flowers spurred, golden yellow
Yellow Fringeorchid

24.

Flowers not spurred, whitishgreen

Crow Poison

Flowers divided into three showy

23.

Spiderwort

parts

Plants covered with long hairs

25.

Hairy Spiderwort
Plants not covered with long

25.

Spiderwort

hairs
21.

Leaves

3,

leaf-like
13.

in a whorl at top of stem (petals 3, purple,
Prairie Trillium
curved upward)

Flowers divided into 4 or 5 parts (except in Mayapple
6 or 9)

25.

Leaves

27.

from base of flower stalk

all

Leaves hollow, trumpet-shaped, hooded

Trumpet Pilcherplant
27.

Leaves not hollow, trumpet-shaped, hooded
Birdsfoot Violet

26.

Leaves not

28.

all

from base

of flower stalk

Leaves alternate

29.

Leaves simple

30.

Leaves finely-divided, flowers spurred
Larkspur

30.

Leaves not finely-divided, flowers not spurred

31.

Petals 4

32.

Leaves toothed, smooth, flowers white or
pink
Showy Primrose

32.

Leaves not toothed, hairy, flowers yellow

Meadow Sundrop
31.

Petals 5

33.

Flowers

tube-shaped,

red)
33.

two-lipped (bright
Cardinalflower

Flowers not tube-shaped, two-lipped

34.

Leaves toothed

35.

Flowers in clusters on end of stem
Crimsoneye Mallow

35.

Flowers alternate on upper part of

10
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Moth Mullein

Leaves not toothed

36.

Flowers in dense clusters on ends of
stem and branches (bright orange)
Butterfly Milkweed

36.

29.

Leaves compound (flowers shaped like sweet peas)

37.

Leaves palmately compound

38.

Leaflets

1

(appearing as a simple leaf)
Lady-lupine

38.

Leaflets 3

Atlantic Wildindigo

38.

Leaflets 7-11

37.

28.

Flowers in loose clusters along upper
part of stem (blue)
Willow Amsonia

Sundial Lupin©

Leaves pinnately compound
Milkvetch

39.

Flowers greenish-cream color

39.

Flowers yellow and pink or yellow and
Virginia Tephrotia
purplish-blue

Leaves opposite (forked in Mayapple)

40.

Leaves toothed or divided

41.

Leaves finely divided

42.

Flowers bluish-purple or lilac-purple
Dakota Verbena

42.

Flowers rose-purple, pink or white

Moss Verbena
41.

Leaves not finely divided

43.

Flowers in clusters (two-lipped)

44.

Flower clusters on stalks arising in axils
Penstemon
upper leaves

of
44.

43.

Flower clusters on ends of stem and
Wild Bergamot Beebalm
branches

Flowers not in clusters

45.

Leaves

large, umbrella-like, deeply-

lobed
45.

Common Mayapple

Leaves not large, umbrella-like deeply-lobed

46.

Flowers two-lipped, the upper lip hood
HyMop Skullcap
shaped

WILD FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI
46.
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Flowers two-lipped, the upper lip not
hood-shaped
False Dragonhead

Leaves not toothed or divided

47.

Plants with milky sap

48.

Flowers greenish-purple or pinkish

Common Milkweed
48.

47.

White Milkweed

Flowers white

Plants without milky sap

49.

Flowers tube-shaped

at base, five-parted

at top
50.

Leaves

sessile (lov/er

sometimes petioled in

Silene)
51.

Flowers on single or clustered spikes
(scarlet outside, yellow inside)
Pinkroot Spigelia

51.

Flowers not on spikes

52.

Phlox

Flowers in clusters

53.

Plant hairy

54.

Hairs sticky, flowers blue

Sweetwilliam Phlox
54.

Hairs not sticky, flowers purple,

Downy Phlox

pink, or white

'

53.

52.

Plant not hairy, flowers pinkish- purSmooth Phlox
ple to white

Flowers not in clusters

55.

55.

Petals deep-scarlet, two-parted
Firepink Silene

Petals rose-pink, not

Rose-gentian

parted
50.

Leaves petioled, flowers blue or
Ruellia

bluish-purple
49.

Flowers not tube-shaped

at base

56.

Leaves only two, narrow, elongate, plants
less than a foot high
Virginia Springbeauly

56,

Leaves many, not narrow, elongate, plants
more than a foot high (flowers pink with
Squarestem Rose-gentian
yellow eye)

Figure 5

—Crow Poison
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANTS
COMMON YARROW, Milfoil
Achillea millefolium

Although

this perennial has been naturalized from Europe, it is
most localities that it appears to be native. Plants
have been cultivated to some extent, particularly those producing
pink blooms instead of the usual white flower. Found in many sections of the State in sunny situations. Abandoned fields, pastures,
woods, and dry hillsides are the places where it is most commonly

so

common

found.

in

Easily transplanted.

Stem

erect, 1 to 2V2 feet tall, nearly smooth to cobwebby-haired,
sometimes forked toward top. Leaves alternate, dark-green, the
lower ones finely divided, the upper ones less finely divided, shorter,
and narrower than the lower ones; foilage strong-scented. Flower
heads numerous, small, in dense flat-topped clusters, each flower
head consisting of 5 to 12 white or pink rays surrounding a yellow-

ish-white disk.

Mid-spring, occasionally later.

CANADA GARLIC
Allium canadense

A common bulbous perennial often found in large masses in
southern part of State. Although the blooms are attractive it probably would be rather difficult to eradicate in the cultivated garden.
Grows in sandy soil in sun or partial shade.
Stem lacking. Leaves few, arising at base of flower stalk, the
blades flat, narrow, up to 10 inches long. Flowers produced in
dense, flat-topped clusters on end of green, leafless, smooth flowerstalk, 8 to 20 inches tall; each flower consisting of six pink segments
with a darker central stripe (midvein). April-May.

CROW

POISON. Flypoison

Amianthium muscaetoxicum
With care under cultivation this bulbous perennial is handsome
during the blooming season. It is an excellent plant for sandy soil.
Commonly found in the Longleaf Pine Area of South Mississippi.
It prefers full sun or partial shade.
Transplant bulbs in late sum-

mer

or

fall.

Stem

many

erect, somewhat angled, 1 to 4 feet tall.
Leaves grass-like,
at the base of the stem, few toward the top; the lower leaves

long and flat, erect or arched, the upper ones much shorter and narrower. Flowers rather densely arranged along end of stem, each
consisting of six spreading, white segments that gradually turn green
with age; the lower, first-blooming flowers often green before the
upper flowers open. April-May.

14
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6—Willow Amsonia

Jack-in-the-Pulpit

Figure

8— Common Milkweed
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WILLOW AMSONIA,

15

Texas-star

Amsonia tabernaemontana
Although

this perennial often

makes

a large attractive

clump

given care. A desirable plant for the wild garden and popular in the cultivated garden
where it has been used. Several species found in the State are desirable for cultivation. Found in woods and along roadsides, in
in the

woods,

it is

much more handsome when

sunny or shady

Stem

locations.
Easily transplanted.
erect, 2 to 4 feet tall, usually branched

toward

top, par-

covered with short hairs when young, smooth when mature.
Leaves numerous, simple, alternate, smooth-margined or sotnetimes
finely toothed or bristled on margins near tip, V^k to 6 inches long,
usually lance-shaped with long tapering points, resembling willow
leaves. Flowers in loose clusters along end of stem, five bluish
petals united at their bases into a vase-shaped to funnel-shaped
tube. April-May.

tially

INDIAN JACK-IN-THE-PULPIT,

Indian Turnip

Arisaema triphyllum

An

interesting perennial that is desirable for shady places in the
The leaves which arise from corms each spring wither
and die in summer leaving stalks of bright red fruits. Commonly
found in various parts of the State in moist hillsides, thickets, and

wild garden.

Transplant corms in late summer and fall.
lacking. Leaves only one or two, erect or nearly so on
long petioles 1 to 3 feet tall, the blade divided into three to five eggshaped, short-pointed segments, pale green on lower surface, darker
on upper surface. Flowers small, inconspicuous, crowded on the
basal portion of a green, club-shaped structure (spadix) enclosed by
a green or green and purple-striped, leaflike, tube with a pointed
hood or flap arched over the top (spathe). April.

swamps.

Stem

•

COMMON MILKWEED
Asclepias syriaca

This plant is somewhat coarse to be used extensively in the landscape; however, the rose colored blooms are quite handsome.
perennial rarely cultivated. Found in rich soil, usually bottomland,
Probably somewhat difficult to transin various parts of the State.
plant.
Stem erect, stout, 2 to 5 feet tall, usually unbranched, downy
when young, smooth when mature. Leaves opposite, simple, shortpetioled, IV2 to 4 inches wide, 2V2 to 8 inches long, oblong-lanceshaped to broadly oval, downy on lower surface, smooth on upper
surface, the margin slightly rough with short bristly hairs. Flowers
numerous in clusters on end of stem and axillary flower stalks; each
flower consisting of five greenish-purple or pinkish spreading or
downward-pointing petals surrounding an erect, five-pointed, purplish or pink crown. May-June.

A

16
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—Butterfly Milkweed

BUTTERFLY MILKWEED,

Butterfly

Weed

Asclepias tuberosa

The Butterflyweed, as it is commonly called, is truly too lovely
be called a weed. This plant, which produces one of the most
conspicuous flowers found in the State, usually grows in full sun.
It is found more abundantly in open fields and dry banks where the
to

contains considerable lime. The roots are somewhat similar to
a tuber and grow relatively deeply into the soil. Worthy of wider
use as a cultivated plant. It produces seeds rather freely and volunteer seedlings are usually to be found each year where plants are
grown in cultivated gardens. Deep rooted and rather difficult to
transplant except in winter.
soil

Stem erect or sometimes bent,
hairy, leafy, branched toward top.

1

to 3 feet tall, round, roughish-

Leaves alternate, entire, wavymargined, oblong to lance-shaped, hairy on both sides, sessile or
Flowers numerous, in large, flat-topped, brightshort-petioled.
orange clusters on ends of branches, each consisting of five downward-pointing petals and a five-parted, erect crown. May-July.

WILD FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI
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WHITE MILKWEED
Asclepias variegata

Although this perennial has rarely been used in the cultivated
garden, it should be satisfactory for this purpose. The white flowers are unusually attractive. Found in dry woods and bottomland
in sunny or shady situations. Widely distributed over the State.

Slem erect, 1 to 3 feet tall, smooth or soft-hairy toward top,
usually unbranched. Leaves opposite, simple, 1 to 2 inches wide,
2 to 5 inches long, short-petioled, oval to egg-shaped, smooth on both
surfaces, the margin slightly rough. Flowers numerous in dense
clusters on end of stem and flower stalks; each flower consisting of
five white petals surrounding an erect, five-parted, white crown
with a purplish base. May-June.

Figure 10—White Milkweed

Figure 13—Savoryleaf Aster
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NEW ENGLAND ASTER
Aster novae-angliae
This short-day perennial that blooms as the day length becomes
fall, is one of the most attractive of the many native
It is found in rich damp soil, fields, edges of thickets, and
asters.
swamps. Grows in either sunny or shady places. Desirable for the
wild garden. Easily transplanted.

short in the

,

Stem

erect, stout, 2 to 8 feet tall, branched toward top, covered
bristly hairs. Leaves numerous, alternate, lance-shaped,
dark-green, smooth-margined, covered with soft hairs, clasping stem
at attachment point, 2 to 4V2 inches long.
Flower heads numerous
in clusters on tips of stem and branches; each head composed of 40
to 60 lorg, narrow, violet-purple (sometimes rose or white) rays

with

surrounding an orange-yellow to reddish-brown disk.

Fall.

SAVORYLEAF ASTER
Aster (lonactis) linariifolius

A rather low growing, free blooming perennial that probably
would make a desirable subject for the cultivated f^arden. Usually
found in sunny places in dry acid woods, exposed hillsides and pinelands.
It occurs in most parts of the State.
Apparently easily
transplanted.

Stem erect, rough-hairy, leafy, Vi to 2 feet tall. Leaves alternate, small, narrow, rough-margined, thickly arranged along stem.
Flower heads few or only one on end of stem; several violet or white,
spreadirg, somewhat drooping rays surrounding a yellow disk. Fall.

MILKVETCH, Loco, Rattlevetch, Poisonvetch
Astragnlus carolinianus
Since this perennial is very difficult to transplant, it is one of
the native nlants to be enjoyed only in the woods. This plant usually
makes a large clump and blooms profusely. Widelv distributed
throughout the State, more often found in sunny places in dry

woods.

Stem

erect, 1 to 4 feet tall, smooth or partially covered with
Leaves alternate, compound, leaflets 13 to 27, 3/4 to IV2
inches long. Flowers numerous, closely packed along leafless end
of stem, greenish cream-color, resembling pea blossoms in shape.

hairs.

April-May.
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Figure 14—Atlantic Wildindigo

^
15

—

Atlantic

Camas

Figure 15

—

Qxeyedaisy

WILD FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI

ATLANTIC WILDINDIGO, White

21

Wildindigo, Prairie Indigo

Baptisia leucanta

One

of the wild flowers that is valuable in landscape plantings
for its interesting foliage as well as its attractive flowers. Plants
allowed to grow undisturbed for several years become shrub-like
It is widely distributed throughout the State, occurring in
in size.
prairies, pinelands, woods, and river banks.
Apparently it is well

adapted to most well-drained soils. Found in sunny or partially
shaded places. Although it has a relatively large root system, it may
be transplanted easily. Volunteer plants usually appear in spring

where plants are grown in cultivated areas.
Stem stout, up to 4y2 feet tall, smooth, often covered with whitish

bloom; branches numerous, upward-curving.

compound,

leaflets usually three, dark-green,

11/2

Leaves alternate,
to IV2. inches long,

oblong-wedge-shaped, rounded on end. Flowers rather loosely
arranged along leafless ends of stems, white in color, resembling
garden pea blossoms in shape. April-May.

ATLANTIC CAMAS
Camassia

scilloides

The

delicate, blue, unique flowers of this bulbous perennial is
exceedingly attractive, particularly where masses of them are found
in abandoned fields and fence rows.
Unusually satisfactory for the
cultivated or wild garden. Suitable for sunnv or shady situations.
Found in thickets and meadows in Central Prairie and Northeast
Prairie, possibly elsewhere.
Preferably transplant bulbs in fall.

Stem lacking. Leaves all basal from an underground bulb, the
blades long, narrow, ridged on back like the keel of a boat. Flowers
small, many, produced along the end of an erect flower stalk 6 to 28
inches tall, the flower stalk leafless except for small, leaf-like bracts;
each flower consisting of six blue, spreading segments (sepals and
petals).

May.

OXEYEDAISY, White

Daisy

Chrysanthemum leucanthemum

A

plant that was widely distributed through the Southern
States during the Civil War and now grows wild in many sections
of the State.
A perennial that is often called Shasta Daisy because
Frequentlv used in yards and
of the similarity of the two plants.
gardens. Found more often in sun or partial shade in fields, roadsides, woods, and waste-places.
Easily transplanted.

Stem erect, slender, 1 to 3 feet tall, simple or forked toward top,
nearly smooth. Leaves of lower portion in a mat around base of
stem, rounded on end, gradually tapering toward base in outline, the
blade divided and irregularly toothed; middle and upper leaves
narrowly oblong, sessile, regularly toothed toward tip with large
spreading teeth toward base. Flower heads single on end of stalk,
about 2 inches wide, with 20 to 30 spreading, white rays surrounding
a yellow di^k,

May-June,
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Springbeauty, Roseelf

Claytonia virginica

One of the daintiest of native perennials, it breaks into bloom
quickly during the first warm days of spring. Even though the individual blooms are small the profusion of flowers often produced
in large colonies of plants makes a show that reminds one of fairyland. Widely distributed throughout the State in woods, fields, and
roadsides. Useful in rock gardens or as an edging plant in the cultivated garden. It is always at home in the wild garden. The corm
(bulbous-like root) should be transplanted in summer or fall.
Stem simple, weak, 2 to 8 inches high. Leaves only two in number, opposite, narrow, elongated.
Flowers loosely arranged along
upper part of stem, each consisting of five rose-color petals with
darker vines; one or two small, green, leaf-like bracts usually present
at base of flower stalks.
March-April.

BIGFLOWER COREOPSIS,

Tickseed

Coreopsis grandiflora
Species of Coreopsis are commonly grown in cultivated gardens
throughout the South. This perennial is found in many parts of
Central and North Mississippi. Usually found in dry soil in woods
and fields exposed to full sun. Easily transplanted.

Stem

erect, smooth, 1 to 2 feet tall, simple or branched toward
Leaves opposite, those of lower stem either lance-shaped or
gradually widened from narrow base to a round point, usually entire, sometimes lobed; upper leaves divided into three to five parts,
each part having two to three lobes. Flowers borne in showy heads
on ends of stem and branches, each head consisting of several (usually about eight) lobed, yellow rays surrounding a brownish disk.
May-June.

top.

LARKSPUR
Delphinium species
This wild flower

is

quite similar to the

common

cultivated del-

phiniums and would be desirable for the cultivated garden or for cut
flowers. Apparantly it is an annual. Found on dry lands, hillGrows best in
sides, and limestone soil in Northeast Mississippi.
full sun.

Stem erect, 1 to 3 feet tall, simple or sometimes branches, smooth
or covered with soft, short, sometimes sticky hairs. Leaves alternate, somewhat finely divided into narrow, thread-like or wider,
lance-shaped segments. Flowers produced on individual stalks,
alternately arranged along the upper part of the stem; each flower
consisting of five, petal-like, spreading outer segments, the upper
one prolonged into a spur at back (sepals) and two or four smaller,
inner, hairy-tipped segments (petals); flowers blue, bluish-purple or
sometimes almost white. April-June.
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Purple Coneflower, Black-sampson

Red-sunflower
Echinacea purpurea

A

perennial that is somewhat similar to the coneflower except
the flowers are purplish in color. Cultivated to some extent. Usually found in sun or partial shade. Occurs in rich soil, woods, and
More common in Northeastern Mississippi. Easily transfields.
planted in fall as the last flowers are fading. Under cultivation,
seedlings usually appear near the mother plants in the spring.

Stem erect, slender, 2 to 4 feet tall, rough-bristly, usually unbranched. Leaves alternate (sometimes opposite on lower part of
stem) dark-green, rough, 3 to 8 inches long, broadest toward base,
tapering toward point; the lower ones petioled and toothed, the upper ones sessile and smooth-margined. Flower heads produced
singly on ends of naked stems with 12 to 20 dull-purple, drooping
rays surrounding a deep-purple, cone-shaped disk. July-October.

YELLOW FRINGEORCHID,
Habenaria

Orange Plume

ciliaris

One of the more common native orchids in this State, particularly in the Longleaf Pine and Central Plain Areas.
The flowers
which are produced on long stems are particularly desirable for
cutflower arrangement but it is doubtful that the plants could be
transplanted to the garden to be grown under cultivation. Found
in acid bogs, meadows and open woods.

Stem

erect, slender,

1

to 2V2

feet

tall,

often slightly zigzag.

Leaves alternate, oblong or lance-shaped, clasping stem at attach-

ment point; up to 8 inches long at base of stem, much shorter toward top. Flowers many, orange or yellow, showy, somewhat
crowded along the end of the stem, each flower consisting of six
parts in two series of three parts each; two lower lateral segments
of the outer series bent backward, the upper middle segment curved
forward, somewhat hood-fashion; two upper lateral segments of
inner series narrow, toothed at top, and lower middle segment or lip
wider and fringed, prolonged into a spur at back. August.

CRIMSONEYE, Rosemallow
Hibiscus oculiroseus
the rosemallows are common throughout the
plants produce large showy blooms during
plants are rather coarse and weedy for use in
marshes and along roadsides in parts of CenAppears to grow best in sunny situatral and North Mississippi.

Several species of
This group of
summer; however, the
the garden. Found in
State.

tions.

Stem

erect, leafy, 3 to 6 feet tall.

Leaves alternate, simple, egg-

WILD FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI

27

shaped or lance-shaped, long, tapering, irregularly toothed, long-petFlowers large, showy, produced in cluster at tip of stem,
ioled.
each consisting of five white petals with a crimson blotch at base.
June-August.

KEYS HYMENOCALLIS,

Spiderlily

Hymenocallis keyensis

A bulbous perennial with showy white flowers that deserves a
more prominent place in cultivated gardens. Usually found along
banks of streams and swamps w^here soil is well drained. Several
similar species are found in the State. It grows well in sun or shade.
Bulbs should be dug, divided and transplanted in summer when the
foliage turns brown following the flowering period.
Stem lacking. Leaves all from base of flower stalk, erect or
arching, up to 32 inches tall, smooth, green, strap-shaped with blunt
tips, the ed^es turned upward to form a channel or trough down the
middle of the leaf. Flowers 10 to 16 in a cluster on top of a somewhat flattened, sharp-edged flower stalk; each flower consisting of
an elongated tube divided toward the top into six, rather narrow,
white, spreading, drooping segments (sepals and petals) surrounding an erect, white, six-angled crown 1 to 1% inches wide; six
stalks, 2 to 2V2 inches tall, with T-shaped, yellow tops (stamens) projecting above the six sections of the crown. April-May.

COPPER
Iris

IRIS

fulva

One of the most attractive species of native irises. It has been
used to some extent in wild and cultivated gardens of this State.
Found in swamps, marshes, bayou banks, and ditches. It seems to
thrive best in shady or partially shady situations. Preferably it
should be transplanted in late summer or early fall, although it may
be moved during the blooming season if handled with care.
Stem erect, stout, IV2 to 4 feet tall, round or angled on one side,
often slightly zigzag. I,eaves erect, sword-shaped, mostly from base
of stem, usually shorter than flower stalk.
Flowers showy, consisting of six bluish-purple to copper-colored or reddish-brown notched
segments, the outer three spreading, dropping, the inner three about
two-thirds as long as the outer, not quite so spreading or drooping.
April-May.

BLUEFLAG

IRIS, Larger Blueflag

Iris versicolor

most widespread irises in the South. Like many
found in marshes, swamps, meadows, and stream
ban' s in frH <^'ir cr shad^^ places. In wet soil v-here few flowers
thrive, this plant grows best.
The rhizomes (roots) which grow
just beneath the surface send up leaves to form new plants until

One

of the

ppeHes of

iris, it is

Figure 26

—Spike Gayfeather

Figure 27-r-Qardinalflower
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eventually the plants spread to make large masses. It may be
transplanted easily at any season, but early fall is preferable.

Stem erect, 1 to 3 feet tall, stout, round or sometimes angled on
one side, often branched toward top. Leaves erect, sword-shaped,
mostly on lower part of stem, shorter than flower stalks. Flowers
several, showy, consisting of six segments united at their base to
form a tube, the outer three segments turned downward, violet-blue
with yellow, green, and white stripes toward the base, the inner
three segments shorter and narrower, violet-blue except for a greenish-yellow base. April -May.

SPIKE GAYFEATHER
Liatris spicata

Due to its attractive flower spike, excellent keeping quality, and
long stem, the various species of Gayfeather are frequntly used in
floral arrangements.
Often grown in the cultivated garden. Perennial. Usually found in sun or partial shade.
The many similar
species are widely distributed over the State in prairies, moist woods,
and low pinelands. Transplant the tuberous-like roots in fall and
winter.
Stem

erect, IV2 to 5 feet tall, smooth or somewhat hairy, stout,
Leaves alternate, long, narrow, stiff, not divided or toothed.
Flower heads numerous, thickly arranged along end of stem; each
head composed of 8 to 12 small rose-purple, five-parted tube-shaped
or funnel-shaped flowers; each small flower surrounded by a ring
of erect bristles; the flower head surrounded by close-fitting, scale-

leafy.

leaf-like bracts (involucre).

Summer.

CARDINALFLOWER,

Lobelia

Lobelia cardinalis

Often illustrated and listed in seed and nursery catalogues, this
a plant that has frequently found its place in the cultivated garperennial that
den as a conspicuous summer-blooming plant.
erows equally well in sunny or shady places. Usually found in rich
bottomland, swamps, and on banks of streams. Occurs rather infreauently over a wide area of Central and North Mississippi.
Easily transplanted.
is

A

Stem erect, 1 to 4 feet tall, unbranched, smooth or slightly hairy.
Leaves alternate, simple, oblong, largest toward middle, tapering
toward end, 2 to 6 inches long, the upper leaves smaller than the
lower. Flowers looselv arranged along end of stem, bright-red,
tube-shaped at base, divided into two lips at top, the upper lip erect,
narrow, two-lobed, the lower lip drooping, spreading, three-lobed.
June-August.
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Lupine

Lupinus perennis

One of the more attractive native perennials that is often used
Not widely distributed over the State,
in the cultivated garden.
but occasionally found in open woods, fields, and roadsides in acid,
sandy soil in southeastern part of State. Apparently prefers sunny
locations.
Stem, erect, 8 to 24 inches tall, stout and succulent, slightly
hairy, often branched. Leaves palmately compound, 7 to 11 leaflets arising from a central point, leaflets narrow at base gradually
widening to a rounder or blunt point, the midrib extending beyond
the tip as a small, bristly point. Flowers numerous, loosely arranged on a long, terminal stalk, the purplish-blue or white blossoms resembling those of peas in shape. April.

LADY-LUPINE, Hairy Lupine
Lupinus villosus
This annual is one of the few plants that ^rows luxuriantly on
the most barren waste land in the Longleaf Pine and Coastal Plain
Areas of South Mississippi. It is not uncommon alonf? barren highwav banks where other plants are unable to survive. Usually found
ir> full sun.
Plants cannot be transplanted successfullv. To grow in
the garden, gather seeds as soon as the pods dry and sow in late summer or early fall where the plants are to grow.

Stem and branches close together at top of root, often spreadall directions and lyinf? flat on the ground except for erect

ing? in

flower stalks on their tips. Leaves simple, ei^tire, hairy, IV2 to 6
inches long, usually widest toward middle, .gradually tapering toward ends, long-petioled. Flowers numerous on erect terminal
stalks, deep-lilac or purple, resembling the flower of the garden pea
in shape.
March-April.

BERG^MOT BEEBALM,

V/ILD

Monarda

Wild Ber^amot, Hor^e Mint

fistulosa

Althou>=^h this perennial is not as showv as the Oswef^o Beebalm,
is so often f^rown under cultivation, it is auite similar to it.

which

Found
pr-p

in

dry woods, fence rows, and thirkets

'-e'^'^^'o'^'^

tiorc.

of the

ncinall^r

in rentral and northsurr^^ or phadv situa-

h-n's

no+r-lnprl

9.

to 3 feet tall, slerder. hair-^^ or almost
Lea-^r^s opposite, petioled
top.

branched toward

+V)ioV r^lnctpvo

fvm

1^ ^roTXT-c; ir pitiopj-

Fasilv transplanted.

^^*em erect.

iri

S'^a'^e.

o^rJq

<r-^(^ry

o-r>^T

l-vr^^lior.

1

^

T^ort

flpr

smooth,
heartOr lilaC

r>f
fho upper lin e"^o^t ?sr»H or^firp or onh^ slio'htlv
^or*
^ho lowor lir> rlunded i^ito th^^oo c;ome"'^^bPt spreading lobes.
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—Yellow Falsegarlic
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Figure 32

—Showy Primrose
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—Meadow Sundrop
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Gracegarlic

Nothoscordum bivalve

A

bulbous perennial, rarely cultivated, that blooms in early
Usually occurs in colonies. Found in fields, open woods,
and prairies. Rather widely distrbuted throughout the State.

spring.

Stem (flower stalk) slender, 4 to 12 inches tall, leafless. Leaves
long and narrow, grass-like, from the base of the stem, generally not
extending above the flowers. Flowers few, borne singly on ends
of short individual stalks which are grouped on end of main stalk,
each consisting of six greenish-white or yellowish-white petal-like
segments; two dry, papery scales on main stalk at base of individual
flower stalks. March.

MEADOW SUNDROP
Oenothera pratensis

A

showy perennial that is attractive for its bright yelsummer and fall. Found in low ground, woods, and
prairies in parts of North Mississippi. Well adapted to sunny situations.
Apparently it reseeds readily and probably would be easily
rather

low flowers

in

transplanted.

Stem erect, 1 to 3 feet tall, covered with long hairs, often zigzag between leaves. Leaves alternate, simple, oblong-lance-shaped,
hairy on both surfaces, more or less wavy-margined. Flowers produced toward top of stem on stalks arising from leaf axils, each consisting of four yellow, notched, somewhat showy petals.
Summerfall.

SHOWY PRIMROSE,

Evening Primrose

Oenothera speciosa

The primrose is so abundant in certain sections of the State that
has been susfgested that one of the highways should be called the
Primrose Trail. This annual is usually found in large masses often blanketing acres of land. Occurs usually in open fields and
roadsides. It is more abundant in soils containing considerable
lime. Reseeds readily and is likely to become a weed when introit

duced into cultivated areas.

Stem mostly

erect, 8 to 20 inches tall, covered with tiny, soft
Leaves alternate, simple, variously shaped in outline: oblong, lance-shaped, round at tip and narrowed toward bottom or
long and narrow with parallel edges; leaf blades more or less deeply
wavy-toothed. Flowers showy, borne singly on end of stem, consisting of four white or rose-colored, fan-shaped, slightly-indented

hairs.

petals.

April-May.

figure 35

— Cinnamon-Fern

Figure 36— Penstemon
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Neverwet, Waterdock

Orontium aquaticum

The dark green foliage and the contrasting color of the unique,
yellow, club-like flowers makes this one of the more attractive water plants.
It is particularly common in shallow streams in the
southern part of the State. Found in shady or sunny places in
streams, ponds, and swamps in many parts of the State.

Stem lacking. Leaves arising from a deeply-buried rootstock,
oblong, long-petioled, smooth-margined, 4 to 12 inches long, bluishgreen in color. Flowers numerous, small, scale-like, compactly
arranged on the end of the flower stalk forming a golden-yellow,
elongate, tapering structure (spadix). Spring.

CINNAMON-FERN
Osmunda cinnamomea
The native ferns are soms of the best subjects for the wild
The Cinnamon Fern, which is widely distributed over the
State, is one of the most attractive.
Suitable for planting in moist
or wet places. Best adapted to shady situations. Easily transgarden.

planted.

Leaves of two kinds, sterile leaves 2 to 5 feet tall, with alternate or opposite branches (pinnae) each divided into numerous oblong, short, round-tipped, connected segments (pinnules); fertile
leaves shorter, without leaflets, bearing clusters of cinnamon-colored structures (sporangia) along upper portion of stalk; fertile
leaves appearing earlier than sterile and soon withering; both kinds
of leaves covered with rusty wool, especially when young.

PENSTEMON,

Beard-tongue

Penstemon species
There are many native species of Penstemon in the State that are
Although the flowers are interesting in form, the colors
are not popular. Usually found in open fields and meadows in full
sun or partial shade. Occurs in various sections of the State. Easily
similar.

transplanted.

Stem erect, unbranched, smooth or soft-hairy, green to purple
in color, 1 to 4 feet tall.
Leaves opposite, the basal ones petioled, the
others sessile or clasping, egg-shaped, lance-shaped, or heart-shaped
at base, tapering toward point, shallowly-toothed or smooth-margined. Flowers in small clusters on stalks arising from axils of upper leaves, each flower inflated, two-lipped, white to purplish tube;
the upper lip two-parted, the lower three-parted; the entire inflorescense often glandular-hairy.

April-May.
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Figure 39

Figure 38

—Downy Phlox
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— Smooth Phlox
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Blue Phlox

Phlox divaricata
This species of phlox has probably been used more than other
native phloxes in the cultivated garden. The flowers of this species
are more consistently bluish in color than any other phlox. Found
in many parts of Central and North Mississippi.
More often it occurs in rich bottomlands in shady or partially shady places. Excellent for the cultivated or wild garden. Easily transplanted.

Stems spreading with erect tips or flower shoots up to 20 inches
Leaves opposite, entire, sessile or nearly so, lance- or eggshaped, the lower ones sometimes evergreen; entire plant usually
covered with fine, sticky hairs. Flowers in flat-topped, loosely-artall.

ranged clusters, five fragrant, bluish or occasionally lilac petals
with faintly violet-striped eye or center spot. April-May.

SMOOTH PHLOX
Phlox glaberrima
This perennial is somewhat similar to other phloxes and should
find a place in the garden as a relatively tall-growing plant that
blooms in late spring and early summer. Found in many sections
of the State in open woods and along roadsides.
It is better to collect these plants during the blooming season, since the color of flowers differs and the more desirable colors may be selected. Easily
transplanted.

Stems erect, smooth, up to 3 feet tall. Leaves opposite, numerous and crowded on lower part of stem, thinner on upper part, elongate to lance-shaped, up to 6 inches long; smooth except around the
edge which is rough and often rolled backward. Flowers in loosely
arranged clusters. Petals pinkish-purple to whitish, the eye or center spot faintly striped.

May-June.

DOWNY PHLOX,

Sweetwilliam

Phlox pilosa

An

attractive perennial that is one of the earliest wild flowers
to bloom in spring.
Although plants usually produce few flowers
in the woods, it blooms profusely when cultivated.
This is one of
the most desirable wild flowers for the garden. Found abundantly
throughout most of the State in open woods thickets, barrens, prairies, and hammocks.
Adapted to sunny or shady situations. Easily
transplanted even at blooming time. Under cultivation volunteer
seedlings are usually to be found each spring.

Stems slender, erect or nearly so, up to 2 feet tall, usually hairy.
Leaves opposite or alternate, sessile, usually covered with soft hairs
on top and bottom surfaces, 1 to 4 inches long, widest at base, tapering to a long, rather sharp point. Flowers in a terminal cluster,
each consisting of five petals, either purple, pink, or white, with
sometimes a purple-striped eye or center spot. March-May.

Figure 42— Common Mayapple
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Obedient Plant

Physostegia denticulata

A

perennial that is found in many sections of the State in various types of soil. The orchid colored varieties of False Dragonhead
are often grown in cultivated gardens. It more often occurs in
open fields, but it is fourd also in low woods and thickets. Easily
transplanted in spring, fall or winter.

Stem

simple or branched
sessile, oblong
with rather blunt tip, regularly toothed completely around margin;
leaves becoming? fewer and smaller from base to top of stem.
Flowers rather loosely arranged along ends of branches, each an inflated tube divided at the top into two lips. The upper lip entire,
the lower three-lobed, the middle lobe larger than the other two
and notched; flowers purplish-pink to white. May-June.
erect, square,

smooth, IV2 to 4 feet

into flower stalks at top.

tall,

Leaves opposite, simple,

COMMON MAY APPLE,

Umbrellaleaf Wild Mandrake
,

Podophyllum peltatum

The umbrella-like leaves of this perennial is one of the first
wild flowers to make its appearance in spring. It usually grows in
moist shady places in swamps and banks of streams where it is
more often found in large masses. Found in most parts of the State.
The fleshv root is a violent purgative and is said to be poisonous.
The roots are easily transplanted avd rapidlv spread into large
clumps under favorable conditions. Well adapted to the shady
places in the wild garden.

Stem of two kinds: flowerless stem erect, 1 to IV2 feet high with
one large leaf at its tip; flower stem erect with two leaves forked
from top. Leaf of flowerless stem lar^e, centrally attached, umbrella-like, coarselv divided into five to nine lobes, each lobe further
divided into two coarsely toothed parts; leaves of flower stem not
centrally attached, one-sided, divided and toothed as leaf of flowerless stem.
Flower borne on a nodding stalk attached usually in
fork of leaves; six to nine white petals, fragrant. April.

SMALL SOLOMONSEAL
Polygonatum biflorum

A

perennial that is more attractive for its foliage than flowers.
particularly fine subject for the wild garden. Occurs in various
parts of the State in moist thickets, woods along streams, and on
bottomlands. It seems to prefer shady places. The thick, horizontal, jointed rootstocks are easily transplanted in fall or winter.
Plants usually form large clumps under cultivation.

A

Stem arched, 8 to 36 inches tall, round, smooth, unbranched,
leafless at bottom.
Leaves alternate or opposite, simple, entire,
oblong or egg-shaped, 2 to 6 inches long, dark-green on top, pale on
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bottom, sessile or partly clasping the stem at attached point. Flowers inconspicuous, small, one to two nodding on each axillary flower
stalk, each flower consisting of a whitish-green tube divided into
six short lobes at top.

April.

WESTERN BRACKEN
Pteridium aquilinum

Although most of the ferns grow best in moist shady places, this
one that is well adapted to dry sunny locations. Widely distributed in the State. Usually found in open woods and along dry
is

banks.

Easily transplanted.

from the summit of an erect, stout
each leaf divided into many branches
(pinnae); the lowermost branches wide-spreading, with numerous
deeply-lobed leaflets (pinnules); the middle, and part of the upper,
branches shorter, with undivided or unlobed leaflets; the top-most
part of the leaf unbranched, the branches giving way to undivided,
short, leaflet-like segments.
Leaves generally

stalk,

in threes

8 to 36 inches tall;

BLACKEYEDSUSAN,

Yellow Daisy, Coneflower, Niggarhead
Rudbeckia hirta

There are many species of coneflower which are abundant
throughout the State. Although these are often a weed, the beauty
of masses of yellow blooms is worthy of mention and these plants
are among the more abundant species of wild flowers of the State.
An annual rarely used in cultivated gardens. Usually found in sun
along roadsides, in fields and woods.

Stems erect, rather stout, rough-bristly-hairy, 1 to 3 feet tall,
simple or branched toward bottom. Leaves alternate, thick, hairy,
oblong, smooth-margined or sparingly toothed; the lower ones 2 to 7
inches long, petioled; the upper ones shorter, narrower, sessile and
clasped around the stem at attachment point. Flower heads few to
several on end of main stem and on branches arising from axils of
upper leaves, very showy, 2 to 4 inches broad, with about 14 brilliant orange rays surrounding a brownish-purple, cone-shaped disk.
April-June,
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LIMESTONE RUELLIA
Ruellia strepens

Although this plant has only one or two flowers open at one
it blooms over a relatively long period.
A perennial that is
well adapted to the shady garden,
ound usually in rich bottomtime,

l-

land in

many

parts of the State.

Easily transplanted.

Stem erect, square, 1 to 4 feet tall, smooth or sparingly softhairy. Leaves opposite, simple, petioled, 2 to 6 inches long, oblong
to egg-shaped, usually widest toward middle, tapering toward both
ends. Flowers produced singly on stalks arising in axil of middle
and upper leaves, each stalk with two small opposite leaves just below the flower; each flower funnel-shaped, iy4 to 2 inches long;
the lower part of the funnel small, very pale or whitish, the upper
part inflated and divided into five, blue or bluish-purple segments,
April-June.

SQUARESTEM RCSE-GEKTIAN,

Rosepink, Bitierbloom

Sabatia angularis

An
bloom.

annual which is very conspicuous in the woods when in
Usually grows where soil is poor in woods thickets and

meadows.

Stem

erect, 4-angled, 1 to 3 feet high, with numerous opposite
Leaves opposite, simple, not toothed or dividtop.
Flowers produced on
ed, egg-shaped, sessile with clasping bases.
ends of branches with four to five pink petals having a yellowish or

branches toward

greenish eye; fragrant.

Summer.

ROSE-GENTIAN
Sabatia brachiata

This small-flowered plant is rather conspicuous in bloom. Apparently it is an annual. It should be a very satisfactory garden
flower; however, it would have to be grown from seeds. Found in
many sections of the State in moist soil. Suitable for sunny or

shady situations.

Stem
toward

erect, 1 to 2 feet tall, smooth, slightly angled, branched
top.
Leaves opposite, sessile, entire, somewhat heart-shaped

rounded point, the upper branch leaves someFlowers produced on ends of branches arising from
axils of upper leaves, each consisting of five spreading, rose-pink
at base, tapering to a

what reduced.

petals united at their base into a short tube.

June-July.
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Flytrap, Adam's-pitcher

Devil's Boots, Forefather's

Cup

Sarracenia flava
This perennial has not been cultivated and likely it is not suitable for the garden. The showy yellow flowers that appear in early
spring are followed by foliage that has the appearance of a pitcher,
hence its name. Usually found in meadows, bogs, and marshes.

Stem lacking. Leaves erect, 1 to SVz feet tall, hollow, gradually
expanding from the base upward to form a trumpet-shaped, winged
structure with a hood at top; the hood sometimes yellow with reddish veins. Flowers produced singly on ends of smooth, leafless,
nodding flower stalks; each flower consisting of an outer series of
five segments, IV2 to 2 inches long, widest in middle and rounded on
end (sepals) and an inner series of five drooping, somewhat fiddleshaped, yellow petals, 21/2 to 4 inches long, overhanging a globose of
"biscuit shaped", yellowish center.

Early Spring.

HYSSOP SKULLCAP
Scutellaria integrifolia

Several species of skullcap that are somewhat similar are found
in various parts of the State. Although the group of plants is not
striking, many of them are desirable for late spring blooming in the
garden. Usually found in sun or partial shade in dry soil. Occurs
in most parts of State.

Stem erect, square, 6 to 24 inches tall, branched above middle,
covered with short, soft, gland-tipped hairs, specially toward top.
Leaves opposite, the lower ones petioled with oval to egg-shaped,
toothed blades; the upper ones sessile with smaller, smooth-margined
blades of varying shapes. Flowers oppositely arranged along the
end of stem and branches, one arising from the axil of each of the
reduced leaves; each flower consisting of a curved tube inflated toward the top and divided into two lips, the upper lip hood-shaped,
the lower spreading, notched in center; flowers pale-blue or paleviolet except for white streaks in center of lower lip and on lower
surface of tube.

May-June.

FIREPINK SILENE,

Catchfly

Silene virginica

Because of the firey red color of the flowers of this perennial, it
one of the easiest wild flowers to find in the woods during the
blooming season. Found rather sparingly in the woods. A satisfactory plant to use in the cultivated garden. Usually occurs in open woods in sunny or shady situations. Easily transplanted.
is

Stem

erect, slender, 8 to 24 inches tall, enlarged at joints, covered
Leaves opposite, entire, thin, mostly
soft, clammy hairs.

with short,

Figure 52

—Pinkroot Spigelia

Figure 53

—Stokesia
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rounded

at tip and narrowing toward base, sometimes oblong-lanceshaped, 2 to 8 inches long. Flowers few, loosely arranged, with five
oblong, deep-scarlet, two-parted petals extending from a cylindershaped or club-shaped base. May-June.

COMMON BLUE-EYEDGRASS,

Irisette

Sisyrinchium angustifolium
This grass-like perennial which has somewhat the appearance
of a tiny iris is found in large masses with its profusion of dainty,
small blue flowers. Widely distributed in the State where it is
found in woods, fields, and roadsides; more often in sunny locations.
It may be transplanted with care.

Stem (flower stalk) mostly erect, simple, winged, stiff, 4 to 20
inches tall, generally extending above the leaves. Leaves all arising
from base of stem, usually erect, long, grass-like, slightly broader
than the stem. Flowers few, in clusters on end of stem, each consisting of six blue, short-tipped, petal-like segments with a yellow
April-May.

eye.

PINKROOT SPIGELIA,

Indian Pink, Carolina Pink, Pinkroot

Spigelia marylandica
It seems incredible that this flower has so seldom found its way
into the cultivated gardens of the State. Its striking flowers and
attractive dark green foliage would score higher than most commonly cultivated perennials, should each be given a grade. Although it is found throughout most of the State it is more abundant
Found singly or in groups in
in Central and North Mississippi.
creek bottoms, rich woods, and hillsides. Even though it grows well
in full sun, it is more often found in shady situations. Easily transplanted. Volunteer seedlings appear readily in the spring when
plants are grown under cultivation. Highly recommended for the
cultivated or wild garden.

Stem erect, unbranched, 1 to 2 feet tall. Leaves opposite, IV2
to 4 inches long, not divided, egg-shaped to lance-shaped, often tapering to a sharp point. Flowers on single or clustered spikes, tubeshaped, narrow at bottom, gradually widening to a five-pointed top,
scarlet outside, yellow inside. April-May.

STOKESIA,

Stokes' Aster

Stokesia laevis

A

native flower that has been widely cultivated in many secUnited States. Found in sunny or shady places in moist
pinelands along the Coastal Plain of South Mississippi. Reseeds
readily in cultivated areas. Seeds, which may be obtained from
seedsmen, often are planted in the garden. Plants may be transplanted from the woods.
tions of the

Stem

erect, stout,

wooly, 8 inches to 2 feet

tall.

Leaves

alter-

Figure 53

—Hairy Spiderwort
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nate, few, the lower ones more or less lance-shaped, narrowed into
a petiole with an enlarged attachment point; the upper ones lanceshaped to egg-shaped, clasping the stem at attachment point. Flower heads produced singly on ends of main stem and branches, large,
showy, purplish-blue, with numerous five-pointed, strip-shaped segments surrounding a cluster of shorter tubes, each divided into five
narrow lobes at the top. June-September.

VIRGINIA TEPHROSIA,

Devil's Shoestrings,

Rabbitpea, Catgut

Tephrosia virginiana

The bright colored flowers of this perennial are conspicuous in
woods during the blooming season. Usually grows in open
woods in dry, sandy soil in South Mississippi. Difficult to transthe

plant.

Stem

1 to 2 feet tall.
Leaves alternate, comto 1 inch long, short-hairy on under side,
short-bristle-tipped. Flowers in hairy clusters on end of stem and
on stalks arising from axils of upper leaves; each flower shaped like
a pea blossom, the large, erect, hairy petal (standard) paie yellow,

erect, soft-hairy,

pound; leaflets 11 to

25,

the other parts (wings

up

and

keel) pink

and purplish.

HAIRY SPIDERWORT,

April-May.

Blue jacket

Tradescantia hirsuticaulis

A

perennial with attractive Dlue flowers that is a satisfactory
It has a relatively long blooming season that
subject fo^ cultivation
begins in mJd-spring. Usually found in sunny or partially shaded
situations in fields, sandy woods, and dry banks.
Rather widely
distributed throughout the State. Easily transplanted.

Stem simple, or brar ched toward base, covered with long, white,
coarse, stiff hairs. Leaves alternate, encircling the stem at attachment point, narrowed from base to a long point, covered with hairs.
Flowers in clusters, few to several in number, on ends of stems or
in axils of leaves, each consisting of three egg-shaped, blue petals.
April-May.

SPIDEBWORT
Tradescantia reflexa

A perennial which occurs frenuentlv in most parts of the State.
Woods, sandhills, barrens, bottoms, and pinelands are situations
where it is found. Suitable for sunn;^ or shady places. Relatively
long blooming period. Easily transplanted.
Stem

smooth, slender, jointed, siinpie or branched, up to
sometimes covered with a whitish bloom Leaves alternate, encircling the stem at the attachment point, smooth with occasional hairs near the attachment point. Flowers in flat-topped
3 feet tall,

erect,
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Figure 58— Common Cattail

clusters on end of stem or in axils of leaves, each consisting of three
broadly egg-shaped, blue petals. March-May.

PRAIRIE TRILLIUM, Wakerobin,

Birthroot,

Red Trillium

Trillium recurvatum

A perennial that is more particularly attractive for its foliage
than for its flowers. One of the earliest wild flowers to bloom in
Found in various parts of the State, usually in rich woods
and banks of streams. A fine selection for shady places in the wild
garden. The short, thick rootstocks may be transplanted during
spring.

early spring, fall or winter.

Stem erect, smooth, 4 to 15 inches tall. Leaves three in number in a whorl at top of stalk, egg-shaped, lance-shaped, or oval,
mottled in color, with petiole-like bases. Flowers produced singly
on end of stem in middle of leaf whorl, the three purple^ egg-shaped
petals curved upward, Spring,
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Cattail

latifolia

One of the common perennials throughout the State that is attractive for its fruits which form a brown club-like mass. Found in
marshes, pools, ditches, and stream shores. Though it is used occasionally in garden pools, it is likely to crowd out other aquatic plants
grown with

it.

Easily transplanted.

Stem erect, smooth, round, 4 to 8 feet tall. Leaves numerous,
long, flat, sword-shaped, sheathing the stem at its base. Flowers
densely crowded into long, brown spikes on ends of stems, the lighter colored flowers on top part of spike usually shedding to leave a
naked stem projecting above the darker brown part. June- July.

MOTH MULLEIN
Verbascum

blattaria

A perennial that should be more widely used in the cultivated
garden. Suitable for sunny situations. Found in old fields and
roadsides in most sections of the State. Transplant during dormant

season.

1

Stem erect, 1 to 4 feet tall, smooth toward bottom, covered with glandular hairs
toward top, simple or slightly branched.
Leaves of lower stem oblong, petioled,
doubly-toothed, those of middle and upper
stem lance-shaped to egg-shaped, clasping
stem at attachment point; leaves becoming
smaller from base to top of plant. Flowers
produced along upper portion of main stem
and branches (if any) on short, alternatelyarranged stalks arising from axils of small,
each flower consisting of
white, flat, wheel-shaped
corolla, 1 to 2 inches wide, with five rounded, unequal lobes; the center of the corolla
conspicuous with a cluster of purple hairs
from which protrude smaller flower parts
(stamens, stigma, style) giving a moth-like
appearance. May-June.
leaf-like bracts;

a

Figure

59—Moth Mullein
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DAKOTA VERBENA
Verbena bipinnatifida
Although this perennial has been introduced, it appears to be
native in many parts of the State. It is often found in large masses
along highways, indicating that this would make a desirable plant
Usually found in sunny locations and
to use in roadside plantings.
thrives in poor soil. Often used in the cultivated garden. Blooms
profusely in early spring and continues to bloom throughout the
summer. Easily transplanted.

Stem mostly erect, 4 to 15 inches tall, covered with bristly hairs.
Leaves opposite, rather finely divided. Flowers in dense clusters
on end of stem, each consisting of five-notched, bluish-purple or
lilac petals that fuse to form a slender tube.
Spring-Summer.

MOSS VERBENA
Verbena

laciniata

This plant apparently has been introduced; however, it has beestablished in old fields and roadsides in many parts of
the State. It is particularly abundant in southern part of State.
A perennial that prefers full sun. Grows well on poor soil. Easily

come well

transplanted.

Stem and branches spreading, lying flat on ground except for
mostly erect flower-bearing tips, often rooting at joints, partially
covered with short, stiff hairs. Leaves opposite, twice-divided into
rather narrow, sometimes awl-shaped, spreading segments; the segments rough with short, stiff hairs, specially along veins on undersurface. Flowers thickly arranged on tips of stem and branches,
each flower consisting of a small, slightly crooked tube, divided at
the top into five spreading, notched petals; flowers rose-purple,
pink, or sometimes white. April-June.

BIRDSFOOT VIOLET,

Crowfoot Violet, Johnny-jump-up

Viola pedata

One of the most attractive of the small wild flowers. Of the
many native violets, this one is most sought as flowers to gather in
the woods or as plants to be set in the garden. Found in many parts
of the State,

more often

in acid soil.

shady places in open woods and dry

Grows
fields.

in sunny or partially
Easily transplanted.

Stem lacking, the leaves and flower stalks arising directly from
the erect rootstock. Leaves nearly smooth, coarsely divided into
three parts each of which is further divided into three to five segments that are often two- to four-toothed near the tip. Flowers produced singly on leafless stalks slightly taller than leaves, the upper
two petals dark violet, the lower three lilac-purple, or sometimes
all five lilac-purple, with a conspicuous orange spot in the center.
April-May.

Figure 64

—Atamascolily
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NETVEIN CHAINFERN
Woodwardia

grow, plants are seldom used
usually found in shady places
Widely distributed. Easily transplanted.

Although most ferns are easy
in the
in

home

landscape.

moist or wet

soil.

areolata

This fern

to
is

Leaves of two kii;ids; sterile leaves 8 to 24 inches tall, with alternate, lance-shaped, finely-toothed divisions connected by a broad
wing extending along the leaf stem (rachis); fertile leaves taller,
with narrower divisions almost or entirely without a connecting
wing.

ATAMASCOLILY,

Zephyrlily, Fairylily, Rainlily

Zephyranthes atamosco

A bulbous perennial of rare beauty that has been used to some
extent in gardens of this State; however, it has not received the
attention it deserves. Usually found in colonies in rich woods and
low swamp areas. Although it will grow in full sun, shady places
are preferable. Common in central and southern part of State.
Bulbs may be transplanted any time; however, July and August
when the foliage of the plant begins to turn brown is preferable.
Stem lacking except for a leafless flower stalk. Leaves all basal,
arising directly from an underground bulb, 8 to 16 inches long, narrow, dark green, grooved, with sharp edges and a rather sharp point.
Flowers produced singly on leafless stalks 8 to 14 inches tall, tubeshaped at base, becoming funnel-shaped toward top, with six spreading, petal-like, white or pinkish segments 2V2 to 4 inches long.
April-May.
TIME OF BLOOM
Early Spring
Atlantic Wildindigo
Atamascolily

Keys Hymenocallis
Lady-lupine

Birdsfoot Violet

Prairie Trillium

Bluef lag

Common Blue-eyedgrass
Common Mayapple
Common Yarrow

Small Solomonseal
Spiderwort
Sundial Lupine
Sweetwilliam Phlox

Copper

Trumpet Pitcherplant

Iris

Iris

Downy Phlox
Goldenclub
Indian Jack-in-the-pulpit

Virginia Springbeauty
Yellow Falsegarlic
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Late Spring
Milkvetch

Camas

Moss Verbena

Bigflower Coreopsis
Blackeyedsusan

Moth Mullein

Canada Garlic

Oxeyedaisy

Common Milkweed

Penstemon

Crow Poison

Pinkroot Spigelia
Showy Primrose

Dakota Verbena
False Dragonhead

Smooth Phlox

Firepink Silene
Hairy Spiderwort
Hyssop Skullcap

Spiderwort
Virginia Tephrosia

White Milkweed
Wild Bergamot Beebalm
Willow Amsonia

Larkspur
Limestone Ruellia

Summer
Butterfly

Milkweed

Rose-gentian
Spike Gayflower
Squarestem Rose-gentian
Stokesia
Yellow Fringeorchid

Cardinalflower

Common Cattail
Crimsoneye

Meadow Sundrop
Purple Echinacea
Fall

New England Aster

Savory leaf Aster

COLOR OF FLOWERS
White
Atlantic Wildindigo

False Dragonhead

Atamascolily

Keys Hymenocallis

Common Mayapple
Common Yarrow

Penstemon

Oxeyedaisy

Crimsoneye

Small Solomonseal
White Milkweed

Crow Poison
Blue
Atlantic Camas
Blueflag Iris

Limestone Ruellia
Spiderwort

Common Blue-eyedgrass
Hairy Spiderwort
Hyssop Skullcap
Larkspur

Stokesia
Sundial Lupine

Willow Amsonia

Red
Firepink Silene
Pinkroot Spigelia

Cardinalflower

Copper

Iris

Rose

Common Milkweed
Downy Phlox
Moss Verbena
Rose-gentian

Showy Primrose
Squarestem Rose-gentian
Virginia Springbeauty

WILD FLOWERS IN MISSISSIPPI

Lavender
Wild Bergamot Beebalm

Dakota Verbena
Sweetwilliam Phlox

Purple
Purple Echinacea
Savoryleaf Aster
Spike Gayfeather

Birdsfoot Violet

Lady-lupine

New England Aster
Prairie Trillium

Yellow

Moth Mullein
Trumpet Pitcherplant

Bigflower Coreopsis
Blackeyedsusan
Goldenclub

Yellow Falsegarlic
Yellow Fringeorchid

Meadow Sundrop
Milkvetch

Orange
Butterfly Milkweed

HEIGHT OF PLANT
Low
(l/2t0lf00t)

Atamascolily

Moss Verbena

Birdsfoot Violet

Prairie Trillium
Virginia Springbeauty
Yellow Falsegarlic

Common Blue-eyedgrass
Dakota Verbena
Goldenclub

Medium
(1

Atlantic

Camas

Bigflower Coreopsis
Blackeyedsusan
Bluef lag Iris
Butterfly Milkweed
Canada Garlic

Common Mayapple
Common Yarrow

to

2^/2

fe

Limestone Ruellia

Meadow Sundrop
Milkvetch
Netvein Chainfern
Oxeyedaisy

Penstemon

Crow Poison

Pinkroot Spigelia
Rose-gentian
Savoryleaf Aster

Downy Phlox

Showy Primrose

Firepink Silene
Hairy Spiderwort
Hyssop Skullcap
Indian Jack-in-the-pulpit
Keys Hymenocallis
Lady-lupine

Larkspur
Western Bracken
White Milkweed

Small Solomonseal

Smooth Phlox
Spiderwort
Squarestem Rose-gentian
Stokesia

Sweetwilliam Phlox
Virginia Tephrosia
Wild Bergamot Beebalm
Yellow Fringeorchid
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Tall
{2V2 loSfeet)

Atlantic Wildindigo

False Dragonhead

Cardinalflower

Moth Mullein

Cinnamon-fern

New England Aster

Common Cattail
Common Milkweed

Purple Echinacea
Spike Gayf eather

Copper Iris
Crimsoneye

Willow Amsonia

EXPOSURE
Best Adapted to

Sunny Places

Meadow Sundrop

Atlantic Wildindigo
Bigflower Coreopsis

Milkvetch

Blackeyedsusan

Moss Verbena

Butterfly Milkweed
Canada Garlic

Moth Mullein
Savory leaf Aster
Showy Primrose
Sundial Lupine

Common
Crow

Blue-eyedgrass
Poison

Dakota Verbena

Virginia Tephrosia

Lady-lupine
Larkspur

Western Bracken
Best Adapted to Shady Places

Cinnamon-fern
Common Mayapple
Copper Iris

Limestone Ruellia
Netvein Chainfern

Indian Jack-in-the-pulpit

Small Solomonseal

Suitable for
Atlantic

Camas

Prairie Trillium

Sunny

or

Shady Places
Oxeyedaisy

Atamascolily

Penstemon

Birdsfoot Violet
Blueflag Iris
Cardinalflower

Pinkroot Spigelia
Purple Echinacea
Rose-gentian
Smooth Phlox
Spiderwort
Spike Gayfeather
Squarestem Rose-gentian

Common Cattail
Common Milkweed
Common Yarrow
Crimsoneye

Downy Phlox

Stokesia

False Dragonhead
Firepink Silene

Sweetwilliam Phlox
Virginia Springbeauty
White Milkweed
Wild Bergamot Beebalm
Willow Amsonia
Yellow Falsegarlic
Yellow Fringeorchid

Goldenclub
Hairy Spiderwort
Hyssop Skullcap
Keys Hymenocallis
New England Aster
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PLANTS FOR VARIOUS SOILS
Tolerate

Dry

Soils

Moss Verbena

Bigflower Coreopsis
Common Blue-eyedgrass

Savoryleaf Aster
Spiderwort
Spike Gayfeather

Common Yarrow
Dakota Verbena
Hairy Spiderwort

Western Bracken
Wild Bergamot Beebalm

Lady-lupine
Larkspur

Virginia Tephrosia

Tolerate

Wet

Soils

Cinnamon-fern

Netvein Chainfern
Spiderwort

Common Cattail

Stokesia

Copper Iris
Goldenclub

Trumpet Pitcherplant

Blueflag

Iris

Yellow Fringeorchid

WILD FLOWERS FOR CUT FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS
Atlantic

Camas

Moth Mullein

Atamascolily
Bigflower Coreopsis
Blackeyedsusan
Blueflag Iris
Cardinalflower

Oxeyedaisy

Common Cattail
Common Yarrow

Spiderwort
Spike Gayflower

Copper

Stokesia

Iris

Crow Poison

Downy Phlox
False Dragonhead
Firepink Silene

Larkspur

Pinkroot Spigelia
Purple Echinacea
Small Solomonseal

Smooth Phlox

Sundial Lupine
Sweetwilliam Phlox
Wild Bergamot Beebalm
Willow Amsonia
Yellow Fringeorchid

EASILY TRANSPLANTED
Bigflower Coreopsis
Blueflag Iris
Cardinalflower

Netvein Chainfern
New England Aster
Oxeyedaisy

Cinnamon Fern

Penstemon

Common Cattail
Common Mayapple
Common Yarrow
Copper Iris
Dakota Verbena
Downy Phlox
False Dragonhead
Firepink Silene
Hairy Spiderwort

Limestone Ruellia
Moss Verbena

Pinkroot Spigelia
Prairie Trillium
Small Solomonseal

Smooth Phlox
Spiderwort
Stokesia

Sweetwilliam Phlox
Western Bracken
Wild Bergamot Beebalm
Willow Amsonia
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BULBOUS PLANTS
(Divide bulbs and Transplant)
Atlantic

Crow Poison

Camas

Atamascolily

Canada Garlic

»

Keys Hymenocallis
Yellow Falsegarlic
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